
Where

ANNUAL REPORT
2022-2023

World Affairs Council of Hilton Head

April 28, 2023:
Economic, Security,

and Social
Implications of

Immigration

January 6, 2023:
New

Developments in
Chinese

Engagement in
Latin America

May 5, 2023: The
American

Imperative--
Reclaiming Global

Leadership

April 21, 2023: Correspondence between Churchill
and Marshall

March 3, 2023:
Israel and the

Return of
Netanyahu

January 20, 2023: The Balkans--
Can Peace Endure?

October 7, 2022: Ukraine--Can
Democracy Survive?

November 4, 2022: The Return of the
Russian Leviathan

October 21, 2022: Living
with North Korea's

Nuclear Threat

WE WENT THIS  PAST  YEAR

March 24, 2023:
The Impact of
AUKUS on the
US, Australia,

and China

November
11, 2022:

Global
Supply

Chains and
the ILO

December 2, 2022:
Corruption in

America - What's
at Stake

February 17, 2023: The Red
Sea Corridor in the Era of

Global Change
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Finally, I would like to emphasize our outreach to the s chools; we have made a real effort to get the
schools excited about the Academic World Quest and the Model United Nations programs and it looks
like we’re making progress. This a real contribution to our community and you can all be proud. We’ll
keep you posted.

We’ll be happy to have you with us for another great season.

Sincerely,
 

A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

I want to especially thank our generous members. I was astounded by the
number of members who tacked on a contribution to their membership renewals
to help us get through, and these contributions made a real difference. 

We can look forward to a terrific season in 2023-24. Our Program Committee
has again done an exceptional job and, for starters, has lined up John Bolton to
return to be our kickoff speaker. You will recall his last visit when he was quite
reserved and deliberate. It’s only a matter of time until the sparks fly. The
speakers in our Global Speakers Program have been so well received that we will 

Is it safe to breathe a little sigh of relief? I think it is. We have emerged pretty much intact from a
pandemic with social distancing, interruption of our in-person sessions, and a serious decrease
in our membership and finances. Wherever I looked I saw our volunteers stepping up and doing
more than they had signed up for to help us get through. And we did. We are full of enthusiasm
and recovering our financial stability. Many discovered that volunteering is the best way to get
the most enjoyment and fulfillment from our Council. 

expand to three speakers this season. Enthusiasm to sponsor speakers is high
a nd members are competing for the opportunity to spend some up close and
personal time with them. Call our office if you would like to share this experience. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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Colin Moseley, M.D.



WHAT WAS NEW IN 2022-2023

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2023-2024

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Richard Moniuszko to our Board. Rich will be
overseeing our Model UN and Academic World Quest (AWQ) programs following
the excellent leadership of Jeanie Silletti and Joan Lemoine who are both leaving

the Board after completing their two terms. Fortunately, Rich will be able to
continue to draw on the talents and Beaufort Country School connections of Cathy

Robine, who will be managing AWQ as a non-board member.
Richard is a career educator, with more than 40 years serving public schools of

Virginia, NC and SC. His experience has included serving as Interim Superintendent
and Deputy Superintendent of Fairfax County (Virginia) Public Schools (the 10th

largest and one of the highest performing school districts in the country) and
Interim Superintendent and Deputy Superintendent in Richland School District One
in Columbia, SC. In addition to his many other school district leadership positions,

he also served as Associate Professor in Educational Leadership at George Mason
University in Fairfax Virginia. Rich earned his Doctor of Education at the University

of South Carolina, his MS at Winthrop University, and his BS at the University of
Virginia. 

 
New Guest Policy

•$15 when signed up online by Wednesday the
week of the speaker

•$20 walk in the day of the presentation
 

OUR NEW TEAM
Leah Long, Executive Director

Roberta McArdle, Administrative
Assistant

 

QR CODES
To improve our analytics to
better serve our members 

 
 

OUR NEW OFFICE
200 Main Street, #201

 

PROGRAMS FOR FRIDAY
SPEAKERS

Members can read about our
speakers and their topics

 

OUR WEEKLY QUIZ
To Educate, Engage and Inspire!
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

$1,000 and above

$500-$999

$100-$499

$25-$100

Sally Ayotte 
Dave & Nancy Borghesi

Bob & Lynn Burt 
Roger Coe 

Nancy Contel 
Pam & Peter Cooper
Lynn & Tom Cordy

 
 
 

Arno & Liz Dimmling
Kathleen Fitzpatrick

Lesley Green
John & Lesley Gilbert
Les & Michele Janka

Barbara Johnson
 
 

Maureen & Tom Korzik 
Anne & Bill Millhaem 

Rick & Sue Mitchell
Anne & Colin Moseley 

Cindy Petitt
Don Schopfer 

 
 

Tom Tomfohrde & Suzanne Joyce
Connie & Jerry Voight 

Barbara Walters Doehrman
Lori & David Wellinghoff 
Georgia & Henry West 
Lee & Ruth Wilwerding

 
 

Nancy Bishop Smith 
Teri Brooks
Jim Hooker 

 
 
 

Ed Keeley
Jim Irwin &

Margaret McManus
 
 

Rosemary Orr
Bill & Faye Patterson

Bill & Lisa Pendley
 
 
 
 

Peter Spreadbury
Jeannie & Harry Silletti

Gerald Witowski
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Alfred 
Owen Ambur 
Richard Avrit

Kathryn Bayless
Elizabeth & Thomas Belenchia

Maria Berliner
Alan Breininger

 
 

Kim Carpenter
Liz &Todd Clist
Jack Coleman 
Ed Diamond

Laurette Doscher 
Eileen Durkin 
Cynthia Evans

Margaret Feldmeier
 
 

Susan Forrest 
Janice Gray 

David Grogan
William Huntley

Jane & Hart Joseph
Ben Kinnas

George Kops
Joan Lemoine

Blaine Lotz
 
 

Linda Mahaney
Charlie Miner

Richard Moniuszko
Nancy Nissley
Prue Preston

Cathy & Ron Robine
Mike Rudy

Gerry & Betsy Schroeter
Andrea Siebold

 
 
 
 
 

Joan Ackerman 
Pat Angleson 
Clayton Bailey 
Roger Benson 

Deborah Berling 
Rosemary Bevacqua

Joseph Black 
Frank Breslin 
Joseph Burke 

Gilbert Campbell 
Dave Casperson

Chris Christon
Howard Coonley 
Nancy England

 
 

James Evans
John Feeney
Neil Funnell

Joyce Godshall 
Tena Graber

Theresa Graves 
Jean Gross 
David Hair

Gordon Haist 
George Hall 

Elwin Hannock
Candace Hendrickson 

Linda & Tom Hennessey 
 
 
 

Terry Herron 
Susan Hooker
Angela Horne

Sally Kaminski 
George Kanuck

John & Linda Kellom
Helene Martin

Toney Mathews
Roberta McArdle
Mike McCurdy 

Mack McGahee 
Michael McLaughlin 
Sansing McPherson 

Linda Mikita
John Miller

 
 
 
 

Lynne Miller
Linda Moloney 
Martha Moyer

Jacqueline Mutascio
Ronald Niclas 
Hank Noble 

Julius Parrella
Dale Peters

Leroy Piekenpol
Alice Pitts

 Helen Poor 
Bob Quinn 

Louise Rose 
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Mieke Smit
Gordon Stamler

Christopher Steele
Lee Tapp

Ed Twomey
John Weymouth

Julie Williams
Mark Wilson

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sven Schrader
Robert Seebohm 

Bradford Simpson 
Dave Steede
Paul Stevens

Jeff Stokes
Patricia Sutherland

Deann Tigges
Robert Totte 

Wayne Tuohig 
Pam VanDusen

Alexandra Woody
 



THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS

WE WANT TO THANK THE MANY VOLUNTEERS WHO STEPPED UP IN 2022-2023
TO MAKE OUR PROGRAMS SO SUCCESSFUL!

3500 volunteer hours donated

Joan Ackerman
James Edward Alexander

Ted Athanas
Sally Ayotte

Sherm Barker
Katheryn Bayless
Mary Bluemner
Dave Borghesi*

Bob Burt
Joyce Braude

Anne Casavant
Nancy Contel

Ed Cooke
Pam Cooper

Peter Cooper*
Lynn Cordy*
Tom Cordy

Nancy Crabtree
Sandy Crovo

Arno Dimmling
Laurette Doscher

Eileen Durkin

Jerry Durkin
Nancy Englund

James Evans
Patricia Evans

Linda Fiore
Debra Gersten 

John Gilbert*
Clair Goddard
Tena Graber

Barbara Hammes
Richard Hammes

Elwin Hannock
Susan Hooker

Lois Hoyt-Berry
Nancy Stermer Hoyte

Paul Hoyte*
Jim Irwin
Les Janka
Ed Keeley

John Kellom
Linda Kellom
Marietta Kerr
Ben Kinnas

 

John Lane
Irene LaVigne
Betsy Leland
Paula Leland

Joan Apple Lemoine*
Blaine Lotz
Lynne Lotz

Linda Mahaney
Vee Matt 

John Matthews
Toney Mathews
Laura McFadden
Peter McGlade

Margaret McManus
Rick Mitchell*

Richard Moniuszko
Dave Mortimer
Colin Moseley*

Harwood Nichols
Nancy Nissley

Hank Noble
Bill Patterson*
Cindy Petitt*

 

Phyliss Quinn
Heather Rath
Barry Riordan
Cathy Robine*

Helen Ryan
Cathy Savage
Don Schopfer

Gerry Schroeter
Martha Sharma
Jeanie Silletti*

Rosemary Staples
Deann Tigges
John Tolford

Wayne Tuohig
Jean Vahey

Connie Voight
Barbara Walters Doehrman

Lori Wellinghoff
Georgia West
Henry West

Lee Wilwerding
Sally Ann Wormley
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*Members of the Board of Directors



COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT 2022-2023
 

PROGRAM

Recruit speakers for the Friday morning Distinguished
Speaker Series. Responsibilities also include
coordinating with the speaker as part of the
preparation process, escorting them Thursday and
Friday during their visit, introducing the speaker,
preparing the 8-10 relevant questions and answers
that are displayed on the screen before the speech,
and coordinating dinner with the speaker on
Thursday evening.  

           Chair: John Gilbert [Programs@WACHH.org]
 

Volunteer for a committee in 2023-2024!

DISCUSSION GROUPS

Great Decisions: Three groups meet weekly for 8
weeks to discuss one of 8 Chapters covering critical
global issues in the Great Decisions Briefing Book. 
 Each facilitator leads the three group discussions for
one of the chapters.   
Fall Forum: Three groups meet 4 times each over two
months to discuss a book in depth. Each facilitator
leads the three group discussions for one of the 4
sections of the assigned book.
Book Club: The Book Club Committee is responsible
for selecting the books for Fall Forum and the Book
Club, preparing website content and flyers, and
serving as facilitators of the monthly Book Club
discussions. 

There are three discussion groups in World Affairs
Council. Volunteers serve as our facilitators of the
discussions.

 
Chair: We are looking for a new Chair as Bill Patterson
moves into the role of Board Secretary, please let Leah
Long [ExecutiveDirector@WACHH.org] or Cindy Petitt

[VicePresident@WACHH.org] if you are interested. 
 

STUDENT OUTREACH

Plan and administer WACHH’s two student
programs: Model UN and Academic World
Quest. Coordinate with the local school
administrators to recruit student participation
and ensure programs support the academic
needs of the schools. Volunteers provide support
to the students, develop AWQ study questions,
and support the AWQ competition. 

           Chair: Richard Moniuszko
[studentprograms@WACHH.org]

           Academic World Quest Chair: Cathy
Robine 

MEMBERSHIP

Develop a strategy for rebuilding and retaining
membership that includes planning and
administering the annual renewal drive,
conducting member surveys, coordinating new
member orientation, and leading the Community
Ambassador program. Community
Ambassadors lead membership and renewal
drives in their communities.

           Chair: Lynn Cordy
[Membership@WACHH.org]
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COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT 2022-2023
 

FINANCE

Assist the Treasurer in overseeing the finances
of WACHH and provide advice to the Board on
all finance and accounting matters.

           Chair: Dave Borghesi
[Treasurer@WACHH.org]

 

Volunteer for a committee in 2023-2024!
DEVELOPMENT

Create and implement WACHH’s development
strategy to attract business sponsors,
Distinguished Speaker sponsors, and donations
through various initiatives (year-end fundraising,
Birdies for Charities, etc.).

Chair: Rick Mitchell
[Development@WACHH.org]

Business Sponsor Liaison: Peter Cooper MARKETING

Develop and implement WACHH’s marketing
strategy to build awareness of WACHH’s
programs, attract sponsors, and attract new
members. Responsibilities also include
producing the Quarterly Newsletter and Annual
Report, and developing marketing materials.
Chair: Cindy Petitt [VicePresident@WACHH.org]

HOW DO WE GET SUCH GREAT SPEAKERS?

The Program Committee begins planning for the Distinguished Speakers Series a year in advance.
For example, planning for the upcoming 2023-2024 session started in September 2022. Program
planning typically kicks off with a brainstorming session to identify potential areas of focus, such as
high impact global issues and trends, prominent thought leaders in international affairs, countries
or regions that haven’t been covered in a while or that are of emerging importance. Each
Committee member takes a topic, thought leader and/or country/region to further research. As
prospective speakers are identified, their biographical information and videos of past presentations
are shared with the whole Committee for vetting and to prioritize recruitment efforts. Assigned
Committee members then start the often arduous process of trying to contact prospective
speakers, which may involve reaching out to numerous sources who may be able to facilitate an
introduction. Once contact is established, an invitation is extended, and if accepted, a date is
agreed upon. 
Given the profile of the speakers targeted, a Committee member may devote several weeks
recruiting a speaker only to experience an unsuccessful outcome. In fact in some years, the
Program Committee may reach out to as many as 30 or 40 prospective speakers before locking in
confirmations for all speaker slots. WACHH is fortunate to have such a dedicated Committee that
perseveres year after year to bring in engaging speakers and keep our members informed of world
affairs. 
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Fast facts
7.52
14

623

average score

highest number of perfect
scores by a single member

people have taken the quiz, as far
away as Australia!

780
members

211
new members

35 members for
15+ years

75%
380 20% Bluffton 

Hilton Head 

5%

members are from

Outside SC

average attendees at Friday
Distinguished Speaker

Series events

1600 highest number of views on a social media post

19%
members made

donations

71%

increase in
revenue from
sponsorships517 guests attended

39 average
livestreams

126 
students

participated
in our

programs
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the weekly quiz we have...

...that we would like to thank
our former Executive Director,
Maureen Korzik, who retired

in February 2023. Her
contribution, warmth, and
tireless efforts have been
invaluable to WACHH. 

And it is a fact...



The World Affairs Council of Hilton Head educates, engages and inspires its members, local
high school students, and our larger community on matters of international importance by:
    • Bringing 14 internationally recognized experts to our local area each year.
    • Providing a safe place for people of different views to participate in facilitated group
       discussions that are both stimulating and civil. 
    • Working in partnership with our local school system to offer unique learning
       opportunities to high school students.
    • Creating opportunities to meet others with broad international experiences and from 
       diverse careers such as national security, foreign policy, military, academia, multinational   
       business, and economic/humanitarian development.
Over the past 42 years, WACHH has represented Hilton Head Island/Bluffton as a vibrant
community of intellectually curious people who want to stay current on international affairs.

WHAT IS OUR VALUE PROPOSITION?

Thank you to our bu
siness sponsors

Grants
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We thank the following organizations for their support



Where
WE ARE GOING
IN 2023-2024

World Affairs Council of Hilton Head

March 15, 2024:
What the Mexican

Presidential Election
Means to the Future

of Mexico

February 16, 2024: Unrest in Iran - is Political
Change Possible?

April 26, 2024: Critical Considerations in
Global Drug Pricing Policies and Solutions for
Improving Patient Access at Affordable Prices

February 2,
2024: How
the Saudi-
Iran Deal

Changes US
Influence in
the Middle

East

January 5, 2024: How
Safe is Taiwan and for

How Long?

January 19, 2024: A Turning Point in
History: How Russia's Invasion of Ukraine

is Impacting Europe

October 6,
2023:

National
Security and
Our Elections

October 20, 2023:
Power Clash: India,
China, America and

Asia’s New
Geopolitics

November 3, 2023: Do
Sanctions Work?

November 10,
2023: Sweden
and Finland’s
Accession to
NATO and Its

Impact  

April 5, 2024: New
Cold War:

Philippines, Taiwan,
and the 

 Sino-American
Struggle for Global

Mastery
 

March 1, 2024: The
Future of the Arab

World -
Transformation or
More Turbulence?

December 1, 2023: The Use of
CRISPR in Resolving Global Diseases

and Improving the Outcomes of
Climate Change

May 3, 2024:  The Nexus of
Peace and Public Health: 

 Lessons from Africa
 

Global Issues:
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